Hong Kong and Guangzhou Software Sectors Collaborate to Tap CEPA
Opportunities

Following the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Hong Kong
Information Technology Federation (HKITF) and the Guangzhou Tianhe Software Park, PRC, on 28
October 2003, the two parties, together with the Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC) today (18
December 2003) announced a programme of activities to foster collaboration between software sectors
in Guangzhou and Hong Kong to tap the new business opportunities arising from the agreement on the
Mainland/Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA).

Speaking at the press briefing, Mr Charles Mok, President of HKITF said, “With the CEPA agreement
coming into effect in two weeks' time, the Guangzhou/Hong Kong partnership will provide a synergy
for industry players to capitalise on the new business opportunities on the horizon.”

“Through this collaboration, we hope to establish a framework for the IT and software industry in the
Pearl River Delta (PRD) to jointly develop the critical mass necessary for establishing the region into a
centre for IT outsourcing activities and an export base for Mainland’s software products. With
partners from the HKPC, the Tianhe Software Park and the Government of the Guangzhou
municipality, the collaboration will integrate the IT resources in the PRD, strengthening our
competitiveness in the international market,” he added.

According to Mr Mok, under the MOU, the HKITF and the Tianhe Software Park will co-develop and
launch a joint database service, organise software development forums, trade fairs, technical seminars
and training, as well as launch a newsletter to facilitate information exchange and business partnership
between the Guangzhou and Hong Kong software sectors.

In addition, HKPC will provide technical support in establishing an information-sharing platform
linking local and Guangzhou software sectors, based on the on-line IT Solution Directory jointly
developed by the HKITF and HKPC.

Dr W C Keung, Director (Information Technology & Services) of HKPC said, “The IT Solution
Directory will be linked with the Guangzhou Software Enterprise Resources Network developed by
the Tianhe Software Park. Through this channel, IT solutions from more than 1,000 services providers
in Hong Kong will be promoted to potential customers in the Mainland, while Hong Kong companies
will have access to the partnership opportunities offered by their Mainland counterparts.”

Other guests at the press briefing included Mr Zhang Huoging, Vice Director, People's Government of
Tianhe District & Director, The Administrative Commission of Guangzhou Tianhe Software Park; Mr
Chen Baorong, Division Chief of Science & Technology Bureau, People's Government of Guangzhou
and Ms Jiang Rong, Director of Technology Trade Division, Bureau of Foreign Trade and Economic
Cooperation of Guangzhou Municipality.

For media enquiries, please contact:

Ms Betty Lee Ms Rachel Wong

General Manager Hong Kong Information
Corporate Communications and Events Technology Federation

HKPC

Tel: 2788 5895 Tel: 2287 8016

Fax: 2788 5056 Fax: 2287 8038

E-mail: justina@hkpc.org E-mail: rachel.wong@hkitf.org.hk
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